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This book is published to honor the 
first persons who stepped forward 
to support the activities of 
Old Spanish Trail-Pass Christian 
by funding assistance. 
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Hotel Pass Christian 
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O’ Dwyer Realty 
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Foreword 


There’s a legend that says tossing a coin in 
the Trevi Fountain in Rome will assure that you’ ll 
return. There’s a similar saying here in the Pass 
among the natives that once you fall under the spell 
of this city, you’ll forever be compelled to come 
back. I personally know this to be true because it 
happened to me. The Pass has a unique flavor to it, 
a combination both of its people and of its colorful 
past. 

My introduction to this city’s fascinating 
history came under the tutorage of both Billy 
Bourdin and Dan Ellis. P’ve become so immersed 
in it now that I can almost envision the splendor of 
old Pass Christian with its elegant hotels teeming 
with guests and its horses and carriages traveling 
up and down the streets. 

The face of the Pass has been altered many 
times over the years, sometimes due to a whim of 
man, but most often to the ravages of Mother 
Nature. 
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One thing never changes, though, and that is 
its spirit and resilience in meeting challenges that 
might have obliterated any other community. 

In the pages that follow, you will be taken on 
a virtual walking tour in time. How this one small 
segment of the Old Spanish Trail has evolved over 
the years will be made remarkably apparent. 
Follow as Dan leads you down the path and let 
your imagination do the rest. Enjoy the journey! 


Jessie Hebert Heitzmann 


Charlotte Kahl, Managing-Director of OST 
Centennial Association presents official OST Seal to 
Mayor Chipper McDermott in exchange for a memorial 
from Pass Christian. 
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OST banners wave from 21 lamp posts along 
Scenic Drive signifying the prior naming of Old 
Spanish Trail in the early 1920s. 

Reflections of this history will continue through 
2029 when a Transcontinental Motorcade will take 
place commemorating 100 years of Good Roads 
achievement by reenacting the Motorcade of 1929. 


Our Conquistadors have assisted the 
Old Spanish Trail Committee in this planning. 
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Pass Christian, MS 


Official Old Spanish Trail City 


The City of Pass Christian has been 
designated as an Official OST City [ OLDSPANISH TRAIL 
(Official Old Spanish Trail City) by 
virtue of attendance at the 2015 re 
enactment of the 1915 Old Spanish 
Trail Conference held in Mobile, 
Alabama on December 11, 2015. 
At that conference, there were 14 
Exhibitors who qualified to call 
themselves an OFFICIAL OST 
CITY, COUNTY, or PARISH. 

It was requested that 
participating units mark their OST 
corridor with the official signage 
adopted at the 2015 Mobile OST = 
conference re enactment. Pass Christian, MS 

The Fourteen geographic units 
who qualified in 2015 are: (St. Augustine FL, Jackson 
County FL, Milton FL, Pensacola FL, Mobile AL, Ocean 
Springs MS, Biloxi MS, Gulfport MS, Pass Christian MS, 
Morgan City LA, Patterson LA, Lafayette LA, Rayne LA, 
and San Antonio TX). 
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Old Spanish Trail 


Pass Christian Heritage Tour 


1. A portion of Scenic Drive has been established 
commemoratively by posting the name of “Old Spanish 
Trail” banners within the following limits — beginning at 
its west end (200 W. Scenic) to Fleitas Avenue including 
War Memorial Park (300 E. Scenic Drive). 

2. This corridor is established as the “Old Spanish Trail 
Heritage Trace” with historical inscription plaques that 
describe the site significance at each location. (Examples: 
Pass Christian Hotel, City Hall, Lighthouse, Blue Rose 
Mansion, St. Paul Chapel, War Memorial Park, etc.) 
Sponsors who defray the cost of each historical point are 
acknowledged. 

3. Visitors Center opened at the Pass Christian Historical 
Society building located at 201 E. Scenic Drive. 


The Old Spanish Trail — Pass Christian committee 
will continue to provide activities in accord with the 
agenda established by the Old Spanish Trail Centennial 
Celebration Association. 
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Why Old Spanish Trail 


Before it was Scenic Drive, the roadway was called 
Front Street or Beach Drive. Then it became First Street. 
In the 1920s, when blacktopped, it was acknowledged as 
“Old Spanish Trail” as shown on maps of that era. In 
1926, it became Hwy. 90. In 1954, with the completion of 
the new 4-lane Hwy. 90 — it was renamed Scenic Drive. 
Some residents still use the address of Beach Boulevard. 


Benefits 


1. The overall project provides beneficial recognition to 
Pass Christian for the next 20 to 30 years. 

2. A consequence that would get travelers off Interstate 10 
to drive the beach route of Hwy 90. 

3. A consequence that would get travelers off Hwy. 90 
into the downtown Pass Christian area. 

4. A consequence that would get drivers/riders out of their 
automobiles. 

5. A consequence that would justify an active Visitors 
Center. 

6. All businesses on corridors that lead from the OST 
trunk line would derive greater customer potential. 

7. This publication may be printed and made available for 
distribution and enlightenment. 

8. The Bay St. Louis NASA Byways promotion could 
result in tourists crossing the Bay bridge to explore the 
OST - PC. 
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9. A dedication ceremony will be planned for each 
Historic Marker Stopping Point upon installation. 

10. Other Historic Markers that are raised throughout the 
city could be celebrated offshoots of this endeavor. 

11. Work with other similar promotions along the Gulf 
Coast. 

12. Stimulate the Green Spaces so they can contribute to 
the business community. 

13. Derive cross feeding from neighbor trail promotions. 


Twelve candidate sites were chosen and Sponsors 
selected to fund each Plaque stand as displayed above. 
Gratitude is extended to each and all Plaque Sponsors. 
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A Current View of Pass Christian 


Pass Christian has endured several devastating 
storms that have left scars across the coastline in the 
form of seemingly undeveloped land areas. 

These vacant lots often present an unseemly 
view when encountered by tourists as well as its 
residents. 

At best — they can be called Green Spaces. With 
the consent and support of the land owners, a more 
presentable view can be offered to the community at 
large. 

With inducements of greater land value, these 
“Green Spaces” should offer a meaningful Walking 
Tour with Marque Stopping Points along the corridor. 
Each new Stopping Point could have an historic 
revelation with stories and photos of what each site 
represented in past history. 

This publication assembles historic data unique 
to the specific postal address of each pertinent site 
along Scenic Drive (Old Spanish Trail). The frontage 
begins at the 200 W. Block and ends at the 300 E. 
Block (War Memorial Park) at Fleitas Avenue. 

There is considerable Pass Christian history that 
is revealed in this five-block area. 
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Four-Lane Highway 90 Dedication — 1954 


Headlines in the Daily Herald of May 21, 1954, 
broadcast the dedication ceremonies that were held at noon 
in Pass Christian. A massive Magnolia-banked platform 
was erected on the lawn of the beachfront Miramar Hotel 
for the many political dignitaries to take their turn in 
welcoming and citing the significance of the event. Mayor 
Francis Hursey gave the Welcome address followed by Lt. 
Governor Carroll Gartin who praised the completion of the 
Four-lane Highway six-mile section from Long Beach to 
Pass Christian. 


MOTEL MUBAMIIP 


Its completion marked the first countywide 
four-lane highway in the State of Mississippi. Members of 
the State Highway Commission cut the green and white 
ribbon that was stretched across the four lanes from the 
Scenic ridge to the beach. 
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Welcome to Pass Christian! 


Pass Christian, pronounced Christi-anne, was 
founded in 1699 by French-Canadians d'Iberville and 
Bienville. Then, as more explorations took place along 
the Coast, in 
1748, Nicholas 
Christian 
d’Ladnier 
established his 
home and cattle 
farm at Cat 
Island. It was 
his name that 
was conferred 
on the channel, 
and later, the 
peninsular 
village that 
grew and became profound — both are known as Pass 
Christian. 

During the early 1800s, the Pass was visited by 
schooners plying the Gulf of Mexico from New Orleans to 
Mobile. Pass Christian was one of the favorite watering 
spas that early on had a large grandiose hotel fronting on 
the beach. The famous and magnificent Pass Christian 
Hotel was ensconced in the mid-1830s. Shortly 
afterwards, appeared the Mansion House, the Sans Souci, 
the St. Nicholas House (which was exclusively for 
bachelors), the Napoleon Hotel, and the Crescent Hotel. 
In addition, there were several boarding houses and 
private homes that also accommodated guests. 
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The maturing hotel industry began to build elegant 
wooden structures that provided fine accommodations 
with all the amenities for comfort to their guests, both in 
winter and summer. 

It was at the Pass Christian Hotel that the Southern 
Regatta Club was formed in 1849, which was the 
precursor to the Southern Yacht Club and the Pass 
Christian Yacht Club. Hotel guests were entertained by 
attending gala balls, musical diversions, moonlight 
sailboat rides, beach parties, and carriage drives through 
the piney woods. Seafood and Creole dishes were 
prepared regularly in addition to specialty recipes brought 
in from visiting tourists from Europe. The Yacht Club 
became a Mecca for sailing enthusiasts. Voyages at 
sunset or by moonlight along the magnificent coastline, or 
to the nearby islands, created a constant parade of 
billowing sails. 

Pass Christian became established as a favorite 
summer retreat for the cotton and cane planters of 
Mississippi and Louisiana. These planters and New 
Orleans businessmen began building private cottages and 
second home villas along the four-mile stretch of (shell) 
roadway that fronted the beach area of Pass Christian. 

Year round commuter service with reliable, 
inexpensive steamboat connections between New Orleans 
and Pass Christian resulted in the creation of dual 
citizenship for many. This inflow of residents clamored 
for relaxation and recreation befitting the royalty of the 
"Champs Elysees." It was even more advantageous for 
those who could compress their work week and extend 
their weekends. 

The Pass achieved great fame as a summer resort. 
Returning visitors spoke frequently of the attractiveness of 
the Pass. 
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It was with these beginnings when in the 1830s, 
Pass Christian evolved into a thriving community. This 
was largely due to its proximity to New Orleans and its 
participation as a "sister city" in culture as well as in its 
dynamic spirit. Its first mercantile activity was that of a 
trading center. The Pass had developed as a small port for 
local fishermen and arriving boats passing through to 
other port communities along the Coast between Mobile 
and New Orleans. 

In 1839, the post office was established. In 1844, 
the first Catholic Mission Church was built and in 1851, 
the small church was replaced with a larger one that was 
mounted with a high steeple. In the mean time, other 
faithful Christians had built the Trinity Episcopal Church 
in 1849. 

The Town of Pass Christian was incorporated on 
February 21°, 1848. 


During the summer of 1847, a reporting from the 
"Daily Delta" of New Orleans, stated, "There are a good 
number of private residences and villas there, and many 
staid and solemn people who are perfectly satisfied to sit 
in their balconies, to smoke their Victorias, curse their 
appetites, and play out in their imaginations numerous 
little fishing parties." 

During 1849 and 1850, a renaissance of new 
architectural structures were built along the beach front of 
Pass Christian. Wealthy planters and brokers vied with 
each other in building antebellum mansions of great 
splendor. Sixty such homes were built during that period 
alone. It was also during this period that some of the 
residents started making their own wines from the grape 
orchards that they cultivated. By 1860, Pass Christian 
was recognized as the Queen City of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. 
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As families began to make their length of a stay 
longer because of Yellow Fever and other diseases at New 
Orleans, architects were brought in to design more elegant 
housing with tall columns and prominent roof lines. As 
lots were sold and measured off east and west of the 
Lighthouse, the distance reached further, eventually 
ranging to two miles on either side of the beaconing 
tower. There were local livery stables where a horse 
drawn carriage or tallyho could be rented. Hackneys were 
also for hire at the local hotels. In time, affluent residents 
had there own carriages shipped over. On weekends they 
would make their outings with elegantly attired coachmen 
perched high on their seats and “the fair occupants, fan in 
hand, reclined back on their cushions in graceful but 
indolent repose.” 

Numerous piers and wharfs were built, extending 
out from the shore embankments into the Mississippi 
Sound. These stretched along the coast for approximately 
a mile on each side of the center of town. The boat wharfs 
were built high atop pilings. The oldest location was the 
Lighthouse wharf, protruding out from the beach in front 
of the present day City Hall at Heirn Street where the Pass 
Christian lighthouse had been erected in 1831. That 
wharf primarily provided docking for the passenger boats 
arriving from Mobile and New Orleans, which was just a 
block from the Pass Christian Hotel and a short walk to 
the Crescent Hotel. 


Quoting from Dr. J.J. Hayden, “each cottage 
maintained an accompanying private wharf extending out 
into the Gulf. A pier was built on pilings with a bath 
house structured at its furthest end into the Sound. 
Bathing hours were established for the ladies at an 
appointed hour, and another specified time for 
gentlemen.” 
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A 1950's scenic view of piers protruding into the Sound. 


“At the established woman's bathing hour, one can 
vision the ladies, young and old, tripping out to the 
bathhouses. It was customary to be draped in long 
flowing apparel with their heads and faces discreetly 
veiled or hooded. At the end of the pier they would 
disrobe and descend into the cool Gulf waters and dig 
their toes into the white sand bottoms while wading and 
washing,” reported Hayden. 


Before the Civil War, the Pass was the largest 
trading center in Harrison County, exporting many 
products and supplies to other world markets. Mississippi 
pine and cypress timber forests were cut and exported. 
Throughout the piney woods, kilns were built to produce 
large quantities of tar and charcoal. 
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These products were brought by ox-cart to the Pass 
either for local consumption or loaded on ships for export 
to New Orleans or other destinations. Pass Christian also 
developed as a sheep and wool center, with sheep herders 
bringing their stock to local auctions for shearing and 
export. At that time, all roads led to Pass Christian. 


With the 
building of the 
New Orleans, 
Mobile and 
Chattanooga 
Railroad in 
1869, Pass 
Christian 
opened its doors 
to become the 
winter resort for 
northerners 
seeking to 
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escape the cold. Store fronts and services were 
established to care for the local residents as well as the 
frequent visitors. 
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This trolley departed from Pass Christian along Second St, then 
turned to the Beach to continue on to Gulfport and Biloxi. 


In 1897, tracks were laid along the beachfront from 
Biloxi to Pass Christian in providing local and tourist 
traffic to travel by street-car while viewing the beauty of 
the Mississippi Sound. In 1904, mule power was replaced 
by electric power. However, since the Beach Avenue 
residents of the Pass refused obstructions on their 
beaches, the tracks were diverted to Second Street and 
stopped at Trinity Church. This mode of travel ended in 
the late 1920s as automobiles made their emergence. 


Some of the residents had started cultivation and 
even produced their own wines from their cultured grape 
orchards. One of these men, Alfred Davis, became a well- 
known wine producer from his scuppernong grapes. 
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Before the turn of the century, in 1895, Roderick 
McIntosh, was a saloon-keeper who was considered a 
connoisseur of liquors and cigars. He owned and named 
his tavern The Sazerac after the famed “Sazerac Saloon” 
in New Orleans — and he was proud to equal its quality of 
drinks and service. The McIntosh tavern was located on 
First Street (now Scenic Drive) during the 1880s. 

The Sazerac 
in Pass Christian 
was a great 
success because 
it maintained a 
large inventory of |} 
imported wines, {f 
liqueurs, cordials, 
and choice 
liquors from all 
over. The 
barkeep also 
served the famed local Scuppernong Wine produced by 
Colonel Davis' winery. 

This lifestyle lasted for better than a hundred years. 
It was a way of life that thrived on luxury, peacefulness, 
and graciousness. The daily sentiment was calm, tranquil, 
and with a closeness of family, . . . and, a lifestyle that is 
still apparent today. 

This is where the livin' is easy. Where tea and mint 
juleps are specially proffered only to personal friends of 
choice. Where the enchantment of plantation life is 
manifested in modified but continued glory. 

Where a persevering spirit for past heritage is mandated 
and upheld as inviolate. Where even the former 
newcomers and outsiders have adapted proudly to original 
Southern Traditions. 
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The original historic values of the Pass are subtly 
preserved from diminution and yet sustained in continued 
prominence. Many of the owners have an "open house" 
during seasons of annual Home Tours and Pilgrimages, 
thereby bringing back memories of the Pass as “Queen 
City of the Coast.” 

Pass Christian continues to be a place of interest in 
making news regionally as well as nationally. An August 
1999 article in the Orlando Sentinel, by Heather 
McPherson, entitled “Pass Christian, a gem amid the 
glitter,’ was reported. 

“Travelers to this area are rediscovering a 
string of long-overlooked communities along U.S. 
Highway 90. Ocean Springs, Long Beach, Bay St. 
Louis, Waveland and Pass Christian. While each of 
the towns offers a distinct seaside splendor, Pass 
Christian is arguably the fairest of them all.” 

“Its beach front is lined with majestic 
magnolias and distinctive homes. Its inland area is 
laced with grassy, velvet hammock land and, in the 
spring, the azaleas leave broad brush strokes of hot 
pink blooms along the narrow streets and 
driveways. The city is a three-dimensional 
showcase of Victorian and Creole-Caribbean 
architecture and design.” 

“Compared to Biloxi, where the clicking of 
the roulette wheels seem to set the beat a bit faster, 
Pass Christian is the place for travelers who prefer 
to experience their repasts in slow strides . . . it’s 
the kind of place where the expression sit and stay 
awhile means something . . . and instills a stop and 
smell the roses attitude.” 


The Pass has its very own unique qualities. It is for 


this reason that so many have journeyed here to make their 
quest. 
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The Pass is a weekend and summer resort as well as 
a residential community substantially inhabited by retirees 
from New Orleans and many other Southern communities 
including Midwestern and Northern states. 
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The passive beauty of Pass Christian is no secret to 
its residents — from the geniality of its people emanates a 
spiritual grace filled with unshakable hope for each new 
day of adventure and pleasure. 

Some say the Legacy of the Pass permeates a 
tranquility that no other community on the Gulf Coast can 
offer. Others claim the mystique of Pass Christian is 
imbued by its transcendental ambiance. Everyone affirms 
that there is an essence of feeling that is indescribably 
magnificent. 
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Manifesting its Heritage 


Pass Christian has a wealth of History and 
impassioned citizenry reaching deep into its past. It is 
rich in folklore, legend, myth and tradition. 

Unfortunately, much of its documented history 
has been lost. Early municipal, school, and church 
documents have lost their contiguous chain due to 
fires or hurricanes. Hurricanes Camille and Katrina 
took their wrath upon historical, educational, and 
religious records. 

Therefore, it is through the efforts of the Pass 
Christian Historical Society and surviving church 
record collections, in addition to residents who realize 
the need to seek out their attics and closets to help 
preserve and recreate. Special note is tendered to 
Jessie Heitzmann who has spent many, many hours 
preserving the Billy Bourdin Heritage Collection of 
Pass Christian. 

Early research writers who have made 
significant contributions and have supplemented Pass 
Christian’s historical record loss, are: John Lang, Nap 
Cassibry, J.J. Hayden, Ronnie Caire, William 
Wiegand, and yours truly, Dan Ellis. 
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We begin at — 200 W. Scenic Drive 


The Pass Christian Hotel was built in 1831. The 


opulence, the unflagging service, and the delectable 
cuisine offered at this hotel redounded to much favorable 
publicity for the coastal town of Pass Christian prior to the 
Civil War. 

The Hotel consisted of a center section with a wing 
on each end with a wide front porch. With ongoing 
renovations, it had a main dining room, a ballroom, 
billiard room, bowling alley, stables, and bathing houses. 
It was the main stopping place because it was located a 
short distance from the boat landing. 

It was at the Pass Christian Hotel that the Southern 
Regatta Club was formed in 1840. This was the precursor 
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to the Southern Yacht Club and the Pass Christian Yacht 
Club. 
No other hotel surpassed it. 


The New Magnolia Hotel 
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The New Magnolia in early 1900s. 


This favored location was later acquired in 1886 by 
Rev. Dr. H.C. Mayer who constructed several buildings 
for an elite school for girls called the Pass Christian 
Institute. It was later purchased and renovated to become 
the New Magnolia Hotel which lasted until 1915, when it 
too, burned. 
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The Miramar Hotel 


This same 
site was 
followed 
with the 
construction 
of the 
Miramar 
Hotel. 


Hotel Miramar- Pass Chrishan, Miss. _ bebet-Al Y-C AMS” 
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(It later became the Miramar Nursing Lodge until being 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.) 
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208 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1880 
No longer existing due to Hurricane Katrina. 
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This home was usually referred to as the Robertson- 
Lake House. It was a distinctive, story-and-a-half, frame, 
clipped-gable-roofed dwelling with richly detailed 
pedimented dormers. The inset gallery was supported by 
massive chamfered posts. A small pediment defined the 
central entrance bay. It was noted for its interesting 
vertical proportions. It had a rear service ell. The home 
was restored in the early 1980s. A white picket fence 
fronted the property. 
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Historic Note: The house belonged to two well known 
Pass Christian physicians, Dr. A.R. Robertson in 1892, 
and Dr. Wesley Lake, during the early 1970s. 


Some other prior owners were Amy Richardson, 
Virginia Hagen, Frank Browne, Richard Yeager, Norris 
Harris, Charles Richards, 


Special Note: Norris Harris, listed above, was cast 
in the TV series, Dallas and was owner of “South Fork,” 
the house that was featured. 
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204 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1840 
Destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 


Locally referred to as The Bourne House, this was a 
large, story-and-a-half, frame, a gable-roofed, coastal 
cottage with an inset gallery refreshed in a bungalow style 
dwelling. 

It was distinguished by a large pedimented dormer 
with coupled sashes — having been remodeled in 1910. 


Historic Note: Deed Book research evidences that 
the house was apparently built prior to the death of its first 
owner, Thomas Cabrannel in 1843. Finley B. Hiern 
acquired it by auction and sold it to John Curran and 
Ignatious Kriggick, who afterward, conveyed his interest 
to John Curran in 1854. 
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Curran evidently made substantial renovations to 
the house based on the monetary size of his mortgage. In 
turn, he left his estate to his sister, Ellen, who sold it to 
Mary Agnes Hart, who left it upon her death to her sisters, 
Helen and Julia Hart. Edward and Rowena Bourne 
acquired it in January 1933. 

Special Note: Adlai Stevenson spent his summer 


vacations in this home while attending school in New 
Orleans. 
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200 W. “Scenic Drive” lots as laid out in 1 924. 


In the Plat above — two residential lots, 208 and 204, 
were acquired by Dayton Robertson and donated to the 
City to reorient the new City Hall complex placement. 
Thus permitting construction at the “School Lot” for the 


rebuilding of the Lighthouse that was there from 1831 to 
1883. 
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200 W. Scenic Dr. — Current City Hall Complex. 


Pass Christian City Hall and municipal complex was dedicated in 
July of 2010 
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This one-story, blond-brick, flat-roofed structure with inset 
galleries front and rear was built in 1970. 
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The current Pass Christian City Hall and municipal 
complex were dedicated in July of 2010 as a monument to 
the victims of Hurricane Katrina. It replaced the prior 
City Hall that had been a monument to the victims of 
Hurricane Camille. The earlier City Hall was dedicated 


on May 2, 1971. 


These city halls are situated on, or near, the same 
site of the former four-story school building that once 
stood there, and prior to that, it was the site of the Pass 
Christian Lighthouse in 1831. 


Special Note: 


The donation of 
the former residential 
lots adjoining its west 
side, allowed the 
Municipal Complex to 
be offset from the 
corer, thereby freeing 
space that was the 
original site of the 
Lighthouse Lot of 
1831. 

The photo 
shows the next door 
Bourne House of 204 
W. “Scenic Dr” in the 
background. 
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Pass Christian Lighthouse - 1831 
coordinates 30°18'50"N 89°15'3"W 
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Pass Christian Highschool 


This same corner site was the four-story-brick, Pass 
Christian high school that was built in 1908 — classes were 
terminated in 1937. The building was then used for 
community and business purposes before being torn down 
following extensive damages by Hurricane Camille. 


27. 


Pass Christian — Heritage Tour 


Historic Notes: The first Lighthouse on the Mississippi 
mainland was erected at this site in 1831. The property 
was purchased from Edward Livingston in 1830 for $250. 
Lighthouse keepers were Roger Hiern, Finley Hiern, 
Catherine Hiern, B.F. Johnson, Laurence Hyland, Marie 
Reynolds, and Sallie Dear. The Light tower was 
terminated in September 1882 and sold at an auction to 
Lawrence Fallon in April 1883. 


This photo rendering was accomplished by 
removing the trees that fronted the lighthouse. 
Graphically performed by Jessie Heitzmann 
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Hiern Avenue 

Originally a narrow alley known as St. Amant’s 
Alley. In 1898, Elliot Henderson led the movement to 
widen the road by five feet 

The Hierns played a significant part in the early 
promotion and development of Pass Christian — having 
acquired properties as early as the 1820s and continuing in 
community development and welfare while serving in many of 
the significant official capacities through the 1880s. All that 
remains in their legacy is the street named Hiern Avenue. 

Roger Alden Hiern was a merchant marine sea captain. 
His name appears early in Pass Christian's history, first as a real 
estate agent representing Edward Livingston's ownership of 
Pass Christian; and, secondly, as the builder and first 
lighthouse keeper of the Pass Christian Lighthouse in 1831; 
and thirdly, as owner of large tracts of Pass Christian properties 
having acquired 6000 acres from Charles Shipman who was 
married to Roger's sister, Cornelia. 

Roger built his home at 943 E. Scenic Drive, which was 
constructed before 1850 and was left to Finley's three children 
upon his death. 

Finley Bodam Hiern served as first Mayor of Pass 
Christian from 1848 through 1853. He also served as 
Lighthouse Keeper succeeding his brother, Roger, in 1839. 
Finley had three children — Cora, Eliza, and Charles Henry 
Hiern. 

Claudine A. Hiern, one of two spinster sisters, 
succeeded her brothers, Roger (1831) and Finley (1839), to 
serve as the City's Lighthouse keeper from 1844 to 1861, at 
which time, the light was closed due to the Civil War. 

Sarah A. Hiern succeeded her brother Finley as the City's first 
Postmistress. 
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136 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1925 
Lang House — Demolished due to Hurricane Katrina 


a a eee 
136 W. Scenic Drive 


This story-and-a-half, frame, gable-roofed 
bungalow had an inset gallery supported by coupled 
square columns. A geometric lattice screen linked the 
columns. Centered shed-roofed dormers. One of the most 
exemplary bungalows in the district. 


Historic Note: Early owners to this site were St. Amant to 


Decoudreax to Desposito. Later, Adlai Lang and 
Flanagan, then to O’Cavanaugh, then L.W. Alston. 
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136 W. Scenic Dr. — continued 


The Lang Family at home in 1945 


* Lang Oak, 440 years old was registered in 1976. 
The Lang Oak has sustained the winds of hurricanes 


over the centuries — As of 2020, it will be more than 500 
years old. 
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134 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1890 
Demolished by Hurricane Katrina. 


134 W. Scenic Drive 


This dwelling was a richly detailed and 
picturesquely massed, story-and-a-half, frame, Queen 
Anne Cottage. The gallery featured turned posts with 
spool frieze and corner brackets. It was adorned with 
gable pieces and an east lake frontispiece. It was the best 
example of Queen Anne style in the district. 

Some prior owners were William Desposito, 

Mrs. L. Desposito in 1930. Donald DeMetz, then Charles 
DeMetz, etc. 
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130 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa1890 
No longer standing due to Hurricane Katrina 


130 W. Scenic Drive 


Unaltered, this one-story, frame, hip-roofed, coastal 
cottage had an inset gallery with square columns. It had 
denticulated cornice and an octagonal-ended bay centered 
on its rear elevation. This was a good example of the 
popular regional vernacular form. 


Some prior owners or tenants included Walter, Mae, 
and Alma McDonald. 


335 
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Hiern Avenue view of 136, 134 and 130 W. Scenic Dr. 


1978 View from Hiern Avenue 


The three vacant lots at 136, 134 and 130 were 
acquired by the Gratias of New Orleans in 2016. 
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128 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1885 
No longer standing due to Hurricane Katrina 


128 W. Scenic Drive 


This one-story, frame, Queen Anne cottage had a 
broad, gable-roofed, pavilion which featured an octagonal 
end and a bay window. 


Historic Note: Mrs. Jane Northrop operated this 
home as "Jane's Praline Kitchen" from 1918 to 1942. 

Some prior owners or tenants of this property were 
Jane Northrop, Byrne & Rick Realty, Sandpiper, Dr. D.J. 
Inkol. 
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126 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1860 
The Crescent Hotel. Later, the “Harbour Inn Bed & 
Breakfast’ prior to destruction by Hurricane Katrina. 


“S 


120 Scenic Drive 


This large, two-and-a-half-story, frame, gable- 
roofed, coastal cottage had double-tiered inset galleries 
with clapboard siding. Pedimented dormers protruded 
from the roof line. 

Historic Note: Until Hurricane Katrina, this was the 
only extant 19th century structure built as a hotel in Pass 
Christian. It was constructed by Patrick Curtis, when 
originally called the Live Oak House. Other prior names 
for the Hotel were the Lido and the Meadow House. 
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In 1888, William Hart acquired it and operated the 
Crescent Hotel with his three sisters, Miss Mollie, Miss 
Nellie, and Miss Julia. Charles Dyer's Along the Gulf 
states, "this was one of the best known hostelries . . . 
everything used in the shape of poultry, eggs, butter, milk, 
vegetables, fruit, etc., is raised on the farm in the rear of 
the estate." 

After purchasing in 1991, much of the early 
traditions were carried forth by new owners, Diane and 
Tony Brugger, who made extensive restorations in 1998. 

Some former owners included the Misses Harts in 
1930, Mae McDonald, M. Dambourian, Margaret Duval, 
Durell Grosch, Sara Beggs, Robert Campbell, Vince 
Campbell, William Barrett, Diane and Tony Bruger. 

Historic Note: John L. Sullivan stayed at the hotel 
while he was training for the Mississippi City fight on 
February 7, 1882. That was the last bare knuckle bout and 
Ryan was knocked out in the 9" round. 


Special Note: 
Following 
Hurricane 
Camille, the 
Pass 
Christian 
Yacht Club 
established 
their club 
facilities on the beach side of the hotel — it was torn down 
in 1952 to make way for the new 4-lane Hwy 90. 
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Pass Christian Yacht Club on the beach 
fronting the harbor. 
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122 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1860 
No longer standing due to Hurricane Katrina 


a A Ada A 
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122 W. Scenic Drive 


This two-story, frame, gable-roofed, coastal cottage 
had a double-tiered inset gallery with giant-order square 
columns. It was considered a good example of this 
regional vernacular form. It had accordion-style upper- 
level banisters and was fronted by a cast-iron fence. 

It was a commercial residence operating as the 
Evangeline. 

Historic Note: This building was incorporated into 
the Crescent Hotel complex during the 1880s. 

One of the former owners was Mrs J.C Leversage in 
the 1930s, later by Andrew Stewart, and recently by 
Dr. Steve Scott. 
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The building at left was constructed in 1880 and at right in 1850. 
The building at right was later known as Evangeline. 


A new architectural concept for 122 W. Scenic Drive 
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120 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1848 
The Blue Rose 


Undergoing renovations in 1978. 


Although severely damaged during Hurricane 
Katrina and condemned to demolition, the owners fought 
for and proved the viability of the foundation and the 
nuclear core strength of this historic building, which today 
is the oldest extant building in Pass Christian. 


This was originally a story-and-a-half, frame, five- 
bay, coastal cottage; gallery with square columns wrapped 
around three full sides of the house. Consoles carry the 
overhanging cornices over each bay on the stuccoed 
facade. The distinctive pilastered dormers were added. 
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Historic Note: The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has described it as, "the most significant 
antebellum house on the western portion of Pass 
Christian's beachfront. 


Earliest Property owners to 120 W. Scenic Dr. 


John Hewlett acquired the property from Edward 
Livingston in 1834. 
John Hewlett sold to Marlborough Farrell and his wife 
(Anna Percival) in May 1848, 
Marlborough Farrell sold his lot with house to Robert 
Mott in 1850. 

Susan and John Duffy sold to Jane Margaret 
Manders, wife of Hugh Fitzpatrick in 1891 


Bon tatatees TAPER AE 


Mrs. Jane Manders- Fitzpatrick — at home in early 1900s. 
Notice the planted palm trees in front yard. 
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Mrs. Hugh Fitzpatrick was one of the daughters of 
Mrs. Manders who affected the famous "Bedsheet 
Surrender" in April 1862. 


Mrs. Manders home was located on the south side 
of Scenic prior to construction of the four-lane Hwy 90. 


The Bedsheet Surrender 


A famous “Battle of Pass Christian” occurred when the 
U.S.S. Massachusetts, mistaking a fire taking place on a town 
pier as cannon fire, they began shelling the Pass. As the story 
reveals: the 3rd Mississippi Regiment which was stationed in 
Pass Christian, had marched toward Biloxi expecting a Union 
landing there, leaving Pass Christian completely unprotected. A 
housewife dashed to her upper floor balcony and waved a white 
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bed sheet, the flag of 
surrender, and the 
bombardment ceased. Union 
soldiers, who landed, 
plundered the town before 
withdrawing, there being 
little of value, including 
food, for them to confiscate. 
This skirmish became known 
as the “Bedsheet Surrender’. 


Hugh Fitzpatrick and his family were very active in 
community affairs. Miss Katie was appointed Postmaster 
in 1937; Mrs. Elena was the Chamber of Commerce 
Secretary, Deputy Clerk and Tax Collector for the City, 
and Sister Mary Camillus was with the Sisters of Mary 
Order. 


Special Interest: Each prior and current owner 
have had their own special experiences about the ghostly 
apparitions which are said to haunt this house. 

A Former Restaurateur, Binh Ly, dug up 150 Scottish- 
English ale bottles dating from 1830 through 1890 that 
were used as a walk-way between the two large palm trees 
in the front yard. 


Also, of note: Another Restaurateur, operating as 


"La Galarie", was Paul Mattox who was cast in several 
TV commercials, one of which, was the Marlboro Man. 
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mn 


Owned and operated by Phil Lagrange and Herbert 
Pursley, the longstanding mansion is currently used as a 
beautiful and majestic wedding venue. The magnificent 
and well furnished bedrooms are available for private 
rentals by friends and long-standing customers. 

The property overlooks both the Old Spanish Trail 
and the Four-lane Hwy 90 to reveal a beautiful harbor. 
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116 W. Scenic Dr. Built in 1992 
Destroyed by Hurricane Katrina 


Valentino’s Fine Gifts 


This picturesque, two-story, brick, Colonial 
Revival, gable-roofed dwelling was adorned with two 
pedimented dormers and casement windows. The five- 
bay, square columns, inset gallery with outdoor stairway 
was built in 1992 by owners Ed “Valentino” Jurkowski 
and John Harris. It was a combination commercial and 
residential structure with an architectural design favoring 
the Tullis-Toledano house in Biloxi. It was nicely 
proportioned to compliment the neighborhood with a 
white picket fence. 

Purchased by William and Susan Jeans, the house 
became a victim to Hurricane Katrina. 

Historic Note: Former owners of the original home 
site were Miss E.M. Dale and Catherine Fitzpatrick. 
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116 W. Scenic Dr. New Building of 2017 
Hotel Pass Christian 


Hotel Pass Christian — Reclaimed wood is incorporated into the 
architectural features 


Hotel Pass Christian is four-stories with six rooms, 
four suites and a 2,000-square-foot, two-bedroom condo 
on the upper level that can be rented daily or weekly. One 
unit is ADA-approved. 

Every room has a balcony overlooking the Gulf and 
the municipal harbor. Each room is outfitted with a 50- 
inch flat screen TV, a state of the art bathroom and 
memory foam beds. 
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The four 1,200-square-foot suites are equipped with 
a wet bar, jacuzzi tubs and Gulf views. 

Hotel services and amenities offer a full service spa 
and fitness center appropriately named the Elysian Spa & 
Salon and Freedom Fitness center. 


Elysian Spa & Salon 


Owner Jourdan 
Nicaud’s Hotel Pass Christian 
will accommodate packaging 
with the Blue Rose Wedding 
Venue, a rehearsal dinner at 
Bacchus, and a stay at Hotel 
Pass Christian while get ready 
at Elysian Spa & Salon. 
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Historic Note: 

This site has a prior history of hotels — the first 
owned by John Hewlett circa 1840s had a hotel and rental 
cottages, followed by W.H. Keeland and Mrs. Aurelia 
Smith Woodward with hotels named Mansion House and 
Sans Souci in the 1850s. 

Jourdan Nicaud’s Bacchus on the Beach restaurant, 
across Scenic Drive from the boutique hotel, prepares full 
room service for guests. 

Nicaud also owns restaurants in Biloxi, Oxford, 
Ocean Springs and Madison — all in Mississippi. 


111 W. Scenic Dr. New Building. 
Bacchus on the Beach (originally French Charley’s) 
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110 W. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1920s 
Courtenay House 


This is a large boxy two-story, stuccoed, hip-roofed, 
mission-style dwelling. It has a three-bay double-tiered 
stilted-arcade, with an inset gallery that dominates the 
facade with cast iron balustrade. It has coupled windows 
on the side elevations. 


Some former owners were Drucilla Courtenay and 
Justin Courtenay, and Mrs J.C. Liversedge in 1930s. 
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Market and Scenic Drive 

The northwest corner of Market and Scenic consists 
of four lots that in the 1920s from west to east were 
designated as the following parcels: 
75' front to GP Brandt 
50' front to Mrs Nellie Lang 
86' front to Mrs Nellie Lang 
77' front to Barksdale (being the corner lot) 

Prior to Hurricane Katrina, these four lots had been 
held as one property which in the late 1900s was used as a 
shirt factory owned by Phelps. When that closed, it was 
later converted into rental storage units. 

Since Katrina, it has been fenced in and now awaits 
construction for a 80-room Hampton Inn. 


During the 1920s the western three properties were 
mixed use, one of them was a boarding house for several 
years. The corner lot became an automotive service 
garage owned by Barksdale. 
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Barksdale Garage on (Scenic) and Market circa 1930 
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The Hampton Inn 


A new 81-room Hampton Inn will be located at the 
corner of Market Street and Scenic Drive. The two-acre 
site is now a vacant lot. 


fe TLE a = 
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Sanborn map of buildings i in nT 924 ae a hotel. 
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MARKET STREET — Divides East from West. 


The Pass has an unusually unique street addressing 
system. The blocks on each side of Market begin with 
100 with a direction of 100 East and 100 West. Further 
confusion for the newcomer is that on the East, the street 
numbers on the North side are odd, whereas on the West, 
the street numbers on the North side are even. Likewise, 
the South side is odd on the West — and the South side is 
even on the East. 

Historic Note: Since the 1820s, the center of Town 
has been at this intersection. In 1838, and again in 1877, 
the central business section burned down. The Town's 
earlier City Hall, built in 1927, was an imposing two-story 
brick building with four large Doric columns facing North 
from the South side of Scenic Drive at the foot of Market 
Street. It was demolished after Camille's destruction. 


Quoting below from "Along the Coast," as written 
in 1895: 

"While wandering about on our second day at Pass 
Christian the writer had the good fortune to form the 
acquaintance, of Mr. Patrick Curtis, whose grocery on the 
comer of Second and Market streets is beautifully located, 
just off of the main thoroughfare. Mr. Curtis is about 65 
years old, but in this beautiful climate people do not age 
rapidly and consequently he does not look within ten 
years of his age. 
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Curtis built the 
Convent of the Sisters of 
Mercy and also the Crescent 
Hotel, which for thirty years 
has been one of the best 
known hostelries in this 
section. In former years, Mr. 
Curtis cut quite a prominent 
figure in politics, he having 
been County Treasurer about 
15 years prior, and shortly 
after the war, he was 
Superintendent of Education 
for two years. In town 
politics, he took much interest 
and held the post of 
Corporation Treasurer. 


City Halls at Market St. 
The old two-story City 


Hall, located at the foot of 
Market and First Street 


° % = = +39 im 
(Scenic Drive), was actually on. a Fr) ~ Se 
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centered on Market Avenue =f ¥##8--==">"" 56 


and blocked the view tothe ~ 
Gulf. It was constructed in 
1926 when L.H. Spence was 
Mayor. 
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It was abandoned due to Hurricane Camille in 1969, 
and demolished in October of 1970 by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 


at 
———— 


Brick City Hall at foo 


t of Market St. was built in 1926 


An earlier 
City Hall built of 
wood was also 
situated at the foot 
of Market St. 
location. 
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East of Market Street 


Sees 
eras A 


1978 photo showing I 01, 1 07, 111, and 115 business addresses. 


101 E. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1890 
Adolph Bourdin Building. No longer existing. 


101 E. Scenic Drive 
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This original one-story, frame, hip-roofed, 
commercial structure had a chamfered entrance with inset 
galleries that sheltered the sidewalk on its southern and 
western elevations. It was distinguished by its early four- 
light with transom storefront windows. 


Historic Note: This corner site was first owned by 
a Free Woman of Color, Celeste Ladner, a grand-daughter 
of Nicholas Christian d’Ladnier. Her 1835, ownership 
was derived from the Charlot Asmard Will. In 1854, she 
sold a 35-foot strip of land to provide for Market Street. 


In 1913, President Woodrow Wilson purchased a 
mullet cast-net from this site, when it was Farrell's 
General Store. 

Some former tenants included Western Union, 
Ships Gallery, and the Book Boat, — 


101 E. First St. — Farrell’s circa 1940s 
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107 E. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1920 
Lazar-Griffon Building. No longer existing. 


107 E. Scenic Drive 


This one-story brick commercial structure was 
originally built as a duplex with central chamfered 
entrances. It was extensively remodeled after damages by 
Hurricane Camille in 1969, with board-and-batten added 
to the pseudo-Colonial facade. 


Historic Note: This location was originally Marie Straub’s 


Bakery, then the Lazar Pharmacy and in 1950, became the 
Griffon Pharmacy. 
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111 E. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1936 
The Avalon Theater —No longer there. 


This 
building was 
built by G.A. 
Schmidt as a 
two-story, 
stuccoed, 
brick, 
commercial 
structure 
with a 
stepped 
parapet 
facade. It had a flat-roofed balcony that sheltered the 
sidewalk. An undistinguished brick storefront was added 
to the first level following Hurricane Camille damages, 
when it was converted to a commercial office building. 

Some prior owners or tenants included H. Dedeaux, 
The Waterway Co., Tony Pedone’s Restaurant, Saigon 
Restaurant, Rainbow Pages, Donald & Rose Attorneys, 
Douglas Ainsworth, DDSI Defense Systems, Ameri-Mex 
Wholesale Beer, Gulf Coast Breeders, Triton Systems, 
E.S.I. Corp, 
Derouen & 
Webb, 
Alexander 
Gedrich, et al 
Two 
Registered 
Live Oaks are 
named: 
Slowe Oak and 
Jill Joe Oak. 


1960s photo 
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115 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1930 
“Rafferty Building” — Totally lost due to Katrina. 


The latest 
name change 
prior to 
Hurricane 
Katrina was 
Exchange 
Building, prior 
to that, it was 
called the 
“Rafferty 
Building” or 
the “Heritage Building.” 

The structure was a two-story, stuccoed, brick, 
commercial, a row structure with four separate storefronts 
and common access to the second level. Its facade was 
extensively reworked after Hurricane Camille. 

Mervyn S. Rafferty was the original owner of the 
commercial office building. In 1998, it was completely 
restored and refurbished to its original design. 

Some former owners or tenants included Dr. 
Donald Rafferty, Bernard Knost Construction, MS Power 
and Light, WPA Sewing Room, United Gas Corp., Dr. 
Hebert-Dentist, Mrs. Lillian Phillips, Bish Mathis 
Institute, Hanson Hardware, Barrons Beauty Shop, 
Plantation Restaurant, Heritage Investments, C.R. Jones- 
Attorney, W.L. Holcomb, John Mykolyk, Julian Byrne III, 
Scenic Street Cafe, Southern Personal Resource, Harbor 
Shop, Dr. D.J. Kinol, Bahia Shoppe, Videos from the 
Pass, The Banning Group, 

In 1944, the WPA had installed a 70-foot-long 
aluminum arrow on top of the building. 
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121 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1905 
No longer there. 


121 E. Scenic Drive 


Prior to Hurricane Katrina, this was Taylor & 
Taylor Realtors. 

It was a set back, long, one-story, frame, hip-roofed, 
shotgun-form dwelling with an inset gallery. It was 
distinguished by its side-hall plan. 

Historic Note: The building was a surviving 
member of a pair of structures built to house workers of 
the local seafood-canning factory which existed in the 
harbor where the Yacht Club is now located. 

Former owners were Charles and Matield Wood. 
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125 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1885 
The Adam House. — Lost to Katrina 


When renovated to an Inn, the owner placed 
sculptured flying pigs (Pigasus from Land of Oz) along 
each side of the sidewalk entrance. Guests mentioned 
their concern that the pigs might fly away. To the owners 
consternation, they did 
—on August 29, 2005. 


This dwelling was first known as the “Artesian 
Cottage” — built by Nicholas Butchert as a one-story, 
frame, hip-roofed cottage with an inset-gallery. It was 
enlarged to two stories with a boxy full-length addition 
that once featured a picturesquely detailed gabled end. It 
was adorned with detailed millwork on the gallery and it 
was one of the first dwellings to install inside plumbing 
with running water from an artesian well. 
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Historic Note: Former home of E.J. Adam, editor of 
the Coast Beacon Newspaper. (1895-1925). He also 
served as a U.S. Marshall, Alderman, Mayor, Member of 
Board of Supervisors, Board of Trustees of Perkinston and 
Alcorn colleges. 


Nicholas Butchert and his cousin, John Butchert, 
were early owners, — both were members of the City 
council. 

Extensive 1995 renovations and remodeling 
converted the home into a Bed & Breakfast. 


Historic Markers 


Special Note. In earlier years, Historic Markers were in 
greater numbers throughout the Pass. Some were knocked 
down by Hurricane Camille or picked up by the 
Mississippi Department of Archives because wording was 
not accurately stated or supported by fact. The few that 
remained were preserved from misappropriation. 

In 1999, the Tricentennial Committee raised funds 
to install four new Historic Markers that were also lost to 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Of existing markers, three are located along Scenic 
Drive. 

During the years 2013 to 2015, several new Historic 
Markers were placed by the Mississippi Department of 
Archives. 
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St. Paul Grounds 


pow Ta 


1950's view of church, rectory, convent and school grounds 


The former St. Paul Church and School were spread 
on the largest mass of land within the Pass Christian 
Historic District. Today, this property is used primarily 
for special “Holy Family Parish” events and fund raising 
purposes. 

Mostly vacant, with green space from Second Street 
to Hwy. 90 — it includes a large expanse of beach front 
property. 

Remaining standing after Hurricane Katrina is the 
70-foot aluminum cross and the 18-foot Guadalupe Statue. 

A new St. Paul Chapel was completed in January 
2015, thus preserving church memories for the Pass 
Christian parishioners. It was constructed as a scaled 
down replica of the original St. Paul Church that was 
destroyed by Hurricane Camille in 1969. Mass is held 
twice weekly in the chapel and weddings, baptisms and 
funerals can be conducted there. 
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St. Paul Chapel was completed in January 2015 


Historic Review: 


In support of the souls in Pass Christian, Bishop 
Chanche acquired a plot of land in 1843 measuring 42 by 
150 feet where a small mission church was constructed in 
1844. This church property was land locked, resulting in 
a six-foot alleyway to provide access. When widened, it 
became St. Paul Avenue. 
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In 1849, a 
better site with 
85% feet was 
acquired fronting 
the Beach. The 
"first" Parish 
Church was 
completed in 
1851. Above its 
door was a carved 
statue of Our 
Lady, who sweetly 
smiled down on 
those who entered 
the Church so 
quaintly called 
Janua Coeli, 
“Door to Heaven”. 


A devastating fire 
occurred on February 
24, 1876, leveling the 
Church along with 
adjacent buildings. 

A new church 
was completed in 1879 
and was dedicated to St. 
Paul in June 1881. 

In 1882, the 
boy’s and girl’s schools 
were combined and 
named St. Joseph's : 
School — and a Sister's TRRAAARain 


residence was : poor 


constructed on newly 
St. Paul Church completed in 1879. 
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acquired property. 

In 1915, Bishop Gunn established residence at the 
"Pass" for several years and built a Rectory on the beach 
side of Front Street. 


Bishop Gunn’s Rectory was built in 1925 at beach side. 


In 1953, the adjoining property on St. Paul Avenue 
was purchased, allowing the school yard along Second 
Street to be fenced in. 

St. Joseph's School and the new auditorium- 
gymnasium were completed in 1956, with its first function 
sponsored by the St. Joseph Alumni Carnival Association. 

In 1962, the Most Rev. Joseph B. Brunini turned 
the first shovel of earth at the ground breaking ceremony 
for a new, modern St. Paul school complex. 

In 1968, the newly acquired “Harbor Shop” 
building was converted and renovated for a new Sisters of 
Mercy Convent. 
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In 1970, the Prieur Leary home at 133 E. Beach, 
also known as the George Brandt home, was purchased 
for a new Rectory. 

In 1972, anew St. Paul Catholic Church was 
dedicated. This church was a triangular-shaped structure 
with a gleaming roof rising from the ground facing a 70- 
foot aluminum cross of white enamel finish and the 
Mississippi Sound. The angular 
theme was manifested at the 
altar, where a sanctuary was 
carved with Italian marble 
furnishings. A standing crucifix, 
made of bronze casting, rose 
seven feet at the altar. 


In 1977, the Rev. Joseph L. Howze was appointed 
Bishop of the newly established Diocese of Biloxi. One 
of his first parish ceremonies performed was the 
dedication of the Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine that was 
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installed on the front lawn of the church. This 18-foot 
statue is the first shrine offered to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Southeastern United States. 


Our Lady of Guadalupe installed in 1977 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Silver Rose 


Cx&KNIGHTS 
ty7 OF COLUMBUS 


The Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Silver Rose 
has been a Knights of 
Columbus tradition for 57 
years. In 1960, groups of 
Columbian Squires in 
Mexico, Canada and the 
United States decided to 
honor Our Lady of 
Guadalupe by carrying a 
rose across North America 


Our Lady of Guadalupe 


from Canada to the Silver Rose 


Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe in Monterrey, 
Mexico. 


In recent years the program has expanded from 
three to six silver roses traveling the western, central, and 
eastern corridors of North America, with Knights of 
Columbus from Canada to Mexico carrying the roses from 
destination to destination, and finally to the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in Monterrey, Mexico. 


Every stop along the route of the Silver Rose 


Pilgrimage is an occasion for prayer and spiritual renewal 
centered on the rosary. 
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The Bohn Building: to Convent to Rectory 


The prior 
building on the 
northeast corner 
of Scenic Dr and 
St. Paul Ave was 
owned by Henry 
N. Bohn who 
operated a Dry 
Goods Store that 
was started by 
his father 
Nicholas, who 
arrived from 
Prussia in 1846 and opened a shoe store on Beach Street 
in 1860. 


The Harbor Shop opened in 1955 as a non-profit 
sales outlet for craftsmen and artists of the Gulf Coast. 


The 
building later 
became a Rectory 
for the priests of 
St. Paul Church 
until destroyed by 
Hurricane 
Camille. 
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Across the street from the Bohn/Harbor Shop was the 
Kozy Movie House situated south side of Scenic Dr. 


Christmas season decorations were hung — and the 
featured movie in the 1920s was Black Beauty. 


Black Beauty 
was a 1921 American 
silent film version of 
Anna Sewell's 1877 
novel of the same 
name. 

The theater was 
owned and operated 


by S.L. Taylor. Starring Jean Paige and 
James Morrison 
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201 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1910 
The Lang Building No longer there since Katrina. 


Described as a one-story, stuccoed-and-scored- 
brick, Neo-Classical, commercial structure with a portico. 
The parapet set above overhanging modillion cornice that 
hid its flat roof. The three-bay facade provided a side 
entrance to rear offices and its central, double-leaf door 
accessed the former tile-floored banking room. 

Historic Note: The 
building was originally 
built for the Bank of 
Pass Christian. It 
followed as the E.A. 
Lang Insurance and 
Realty Co., and was 
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acquired in 1988, by the Pass Christian Historic Society. 
In 1998, the building mortgage was paid off and in 1999, 
the building was refreshed. The interior concrete vault 
with steel door maintained storage for archives of Pass 
history. 

Prior owners or tenants were A.W. Boggs 
Insurance, Dr. Wesley Lake, Gulfport Laundry, Dr. 
George Byrne, International Paper, the Harbor Shop, 
Land’s End — 


After Hurricane Katrina demolished the original 
bank building, the Pass Christian Historical Society raised 
the funds to build this handsome two-story structure. 
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201 E. Scenic Dr. — New building following 


Hurricane Katrina. 
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207 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1947 
Bohn Building - another one. 
Formerly the Hillyer House. 
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207 E. Scenic Drive 


This boxy, two-story, frame, commercial-residential 
duplex was built to the street by owner Edgar Bohn. 


Historic Note: The Bohn family came to the Pass 
from Prussia in 1860, with Nicholas Bohn as the 
Patriarch. His sons were Henry, a shoe merchant and 
W.J., a blacksmith. 

Until devastated by Hurricane Katrina, The Hillyer 
House was operated by a mother and daughter team with 
select choices of exquisite art-crafts. 
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207 E. Scenic Dr. — continued 
Bohn building renovated. 


Two Story Commercial structure 
with living/office quarters on 2” level 
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213 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1920 
Allen Building No longer there. 


213 E. Scenic Drive 


Constructed by Charles Thornton, this one-story 
brick, flat-roofed, commercial building was built to the 
edge of the street. Its facade was distinguished by a 
stepped parapet. 

In 1970, following Camille, the building was 
remodeled with plate-glass windows and a pent roof. 


Historic Note: The structure was originally built as 
the town post office. It later housed a grocery store, a 
produce store, dental offices, antique shop, and then an 
appliance store. 
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215 E. Scenic Dr Site of two lots, 
Former Allen Building and adjoining vacant lot. 


New owner, Michael Gillespie acquired 
Merrywood, as it was called by Edward Price Bell. Bell 
had purchased the house in the 1920s as a place to retire 
to. Merrywood, at that time, was located on Second St. in 
the area acquired by Walmart after Hurricane Katrina. 
Merrywood sustained the storm and in 2008 was moved to 
Gillespie’s lot at 211 Scenic Dr., and was shored and 
raised with a bottom story built below it. 


Historic Note: Edward Price Bell (March 1, 1869 — 1943) 
was a Chicago journalist, best known for his work with the Chicago 
Daily News. 

Bell was nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize. 

He died due to complications of Beriberi in 1943 at his home 
in Pass Christian. 
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219 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1880 No longer there. 


Mm. “. , > — 
219 E. Scenic Drive — a typical rental cottage of late 1800s 


This long, narrow, one-story, frame, shotgun-form, 
vernacular dwelling had a set gable end to the street. It 
was built as a typical rental cottage. 

Pass Christian had many such rental cottages 
constructed during the period of 1870 to 1900, that were 
later destroyed by calamity and razed for newer, more 
elegant structures. 

This well preserved unit had set a good example in 
heritage preservation. 

Some previous owners or tenants included Mrs. 
Marie Brown, Joseph Brandt, R.P. McKay, Sr., Sea Side 
Studio in 1985. 
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221 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1849 
The Town Library. No longer there. 


221 E. Scenic Drive — The Town Library 


This early one-story, four-bay, frame cottage was 
originally built at the front of the street. It had an inset 
gallery and sheltering sidewalk. 


Historic Note: The Library was established in 1893, and 
recognized as the first library along the Coast between 
Mobile and New Orleans. 

Nanny Sutter operated a school in the east side of 
the building in early 1900s. The building and property 
were bought by the Library Association in 1905, 
originally owned by the Jebens Family since 1855, and 
previously by Adelaid Piernas, “FWC,” daughter of 
Joseph Labat, Sr., “FMC,” heir of Charles Asmard. 
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When it was acquired in 1905, by the Ladies 
Library Association it was moved back off Front Street. 

The original purchase included Gulf frontage and 
went rearward to the Bayou Portage marshes. 

The Library was donated by the Knost family to the 
Historical Society and its 24,000 books were inventoried 
and recorded. It was to be repaired and restored into a 
museum before being destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. 
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The Town Library circa 1920 


Across from the Library, on the beach side, was a 
hippodrome that locals called the Air Drome because it 
was an open air theater. 
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222 E. Scenic A new Building 
A Quinn Eagan Project — Retail/Office/Apartments. 
Retail and Apartment complex 
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Commercial Office Building 


Seven Apartments facing Gulf 


-82- 


Pass Christian — Heritage Tour 


225 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1849 
Knost House. “The Asmard." No longer there. 


225 E. Scenic Drive — original core of the house 
belonged to the Widow Asmard 


This house was originally a one-story two-room 
cottage with inset gallery and nogging construction. The 
interior had box fireplaces with plain Grecian mantels in 
the original rooms. 

Various enlargements were made through the years. 
In 1845, two rooms were added on the east. In the 1850s, 
a partition between two rooms was removed making it one 
large room. It was enlarged again in 1890, with an 
addition at the northeast section. Its interior had high 
cypress beamed ceilings and wide board floors polished 
by time. 
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Historical Note: John William Frederick Knost, an 
emigrant from Prussia, arrived through New Orleans, 
claiming title to the house in 1857. A son, John Henry, 
and Rose M. Knost reared eleven children in the family 
home. Knost Family tradition claims the original 
‘““Asmard” house was inhabited in the year 1794. This 
area was part of the Charlot Asmard claim as deeded to 
him from his slave-holding mistress, the Widow Asmar. 


Existing documented deeds show that the site was 
owned during the early 1840s, by Thomas Batson, 
followed by Francis Casanova in 1845, and then by his 
brother-in-law John Victor Toulme before being 
purchased by John Knost in 1857. 
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231 E. Scenic Dr. — Circa 1890 — destroyed by Camille 


Alonzo B. Hayden Plumbing 
Formerly situated between 225 and 233 Scenic Dr. 
No longer there since Hurricane Camille. 


Alonzo B. Hayden Plumbing & Gas Fitting 


Note: This late 1800s photo is historically 
interesting in that it shows the Knost house on the left and 
the Belle Christovich house on the right. 
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233 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1875 
Saucier Cottage. 


No longer there. 


This is a typical story- 
and-a-half, four-bay, frame 
cottage with an inset gallery that 
was supported by square 
columns. The house, which was 
set back, was built by the 
Saucier family. 

During the Civil War and 
the Reconstruction era it was lived in by members of the 
Saucier family. The last reported resident was Mrs. Belle 
Christovich who died in 1969 at the age of 97. Since 
then, it had remained vacant and deteriorating. 

Early site ownership: As part of the Charles 
Asmard Tract, this lot was sold to John V. Dedeaux in 
1838, who sold it to John V. Toulme, who in turn sold it 
to Pierre Saucier in 1843. 
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232 E. Scenic Dr. Previous building destroyed by Hurricane Katrina 
O’Dwyers Realty — A new construction. 
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The O'Dwyer Building, constructed in 2012, was 
the first beach side mixed use structure for offices and 
apartments erected after Hurricane Katrina. 

The Realty office is administered by Avra O'Dwyer, 
overseeing real estate operations in Pass Christian, Bay St. 
Louis and New Orleans. 


Historic Note: In the 1920s, the site was owned by the Frank French 
family as a garage and automotive repair business that was later 
destroyed in 1969 by Hurricane Camille. The property was then 
acquired by the Monroe family, and later by the Hooks family who 
built a duplex residence that was taken by Hurricane Katrina in 
2005. 
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The Sazerac — No longer there. 
Located beach side at the current O’Dwyer’s site. 


Excerpt from "Along the Coast," written in 1895: 


"While riding along the pleasant beach road on our 
first day at the Pass. the writers were attracted to a bright, 
sign of "The Sazerac." Now as the Sazerac Saloon of 
New Orleans is one of the most noted resorts of its kind in 
the South. It was thought worthwhile to investigate its 
namesake. 
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“The proprietor of this resort for the dispensing of 
fluid delicacies proved to be Mr. R. McIntosh, a 
gentlemen of large experience in the liquor and cigar 
trade. He started the saloon in its present location on First 
street something like five years ago, and says that he has 
made it his chief aim, to keep his place up to the high 
standard set for him by the high standard of the original 
Handy’s Sazerac on Royal Street in New Orleans. 

“This being the most prominent saloon at "the 
Pass," Mr. McIntosh of necessity does a land office 
business and as he is much admired and respected by all 
who know him: there are a few who are touched by envy 
at his unqualified success. 

“His bar is fitted up in a manner equal to many of 
the better class of city saloons and it is safe to say that 
there are few of these resorts even in metropolitan centres, 
show shelves contain the choice and varied assortment of 
wines liquors and cordials that are to be found at the 
Sazerac. 

“Tn the rear of his saloon Mr. McIntosh has a large 
and well stocked store room, where the barrel goods are 
kept. His cigar trade is something enormous." 
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243 E. Scenic Dr. Built in the 1840s 
The Saucier-Pratt House — also as, “Union Quarters” 
No longer there since Storm of 2005. 


This impressive, two-story, frame, double-pile, 
Greek Revival dwelling was distinguished by a one-bay 
pedimented portico set against the inset gallery. It hada 
decorative cast-iron filigree balustrade. The dining room, 
solarium, and porte-cochere were added in 1910. It hada 
separate octagonal Garconniere that was built in 1890. A 
cast iron fence fronts the property. 

Profound renovations and restorations had been 
made during the mid to late 1990s, with an emphasis on 
preservation by the last owners, Heinz K. and Frances 
Hoffmann. 
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Historical Note: The home was built by Pierre 
Saucier, who had fourteen children. 

Following the Civil War, during the Reconstruction 
Period, Federal officers were billeted at the Saucier Home. 
Legend had it that Mary had hidden her infant son Anatol 
Paul Saucier in the attic until she was able to determine 
that the Federal Troops were friendly. As she was playing 
piano for the troops one evening, she played the "Bonnie 
Blue Flag" which was considered a Rebel battle tune. 

The young baby, Anatol Paul, grew up to become 
Alderman, Mayor, and Police Chief of Pass Christian 
during the early 1900s. 

A pre-Katrina 


Historic Marker read Fe —. oN be 
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In 1835, Freed Slave Charles Asmard gave his 
slave, Winny, her freedom and a 200-foot-lot fronting the 
Gulf with a house. Pierre Saucier bought the lot and 
house in 1841. 
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On Nov 1, 1871, the "heirs of the Estate of Pierre 
Saucier" sold the spacious Saucier manor to Mary 
Caroline Dewees for aoe 

On October 
29, 1885 she 
sold the 
beautiful 
mansion to 
Louisa Jane 
Bidwell of New 
Orleans, who 
also increased 
the size of the 
mansion and 
added the 
octagonal 
garconniere. An 1896 photo of the house is shown here. 


243 E. Scenic Dr. — 1896 photo 


In June 1900, Dr. George Pratt took full possession 
of the house and even further enhanced it in 1910, with a 
new dining room, a solarium, and a porte-cochere. 

In March of 1944, Frank Wharton and his wife's 
aunt, Mrs. Margaret L. McGrath, jointly purchased the 
Union Quarters property. In 1969, the home suffered 
severe roof damages due to Hurricane Camille and repairs 
were made. 

The Hoffmanns acquired the property in 1995, 
restoring the mansion to its former magnificence with 
determined deference to architectural form and heritage 
craftsmanship. 


iD: 


Pass Christian — Heritage Tour 


Unfortunately, the old Pierre Saucier home, Union 
Quarters, which had survived so many hurricanes of the 
past, was completely destroyed by hurricane Katrina on 
August 29, 2005. Only a few bricks and a pile of rubble 
remained of what had once been the stately old mansion. 


In 2013 
a new historic 
marker was ! 
installed a S . 


iER-BIDWELL-PRATT 


outside the 
fence near the [RSPNS(@iase 
roadway by 
the 
Mississippi 
Department of | 
Archives and ao Manaher octagonal Gothic 
History to ) eee SS err 
mark the : - : 
former 
location of the | 
home, stating 
that this was the location of the Saucier - Bidwell - Pratt 
House, with a short history of the home, replacing the old 
plaque. On the reverse side of the new plaque is a 
drawing of the former home. 

The new plaque reads "Built ca. 1855 by Pierre 
Saucier, whose son, Anatole Pierre (Paul) Saucier, was 
later Mayor of Pass Christian". 
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251 E. Scenic Dr. 
The Lizana House was moved to Second St circa 1982 to 
accommodate building the Compass Rose Condos. 


255 E. Scenic Dr. 
The Abbley House was razed to make room for the 
Compass Rose Condominiums. 


Abbley house, 255 East Beach. Torn down 


July 1982 to make room for Compass Rose 
en ee 
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255 E Scenic Dr. 
The Compass Rose Sustained Hurricane Katrina 


This Condominium complex was built in 1980s, 
composing of two lots, the western one was the Lizana 
property having the house removed to Second St. 

The eastern lot was the property of the Abbleys, which 
was demolished. 

These units fairly well sustained the might of 
Hurricane Katrina with little damages to some of the units. 
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Beach side lots — Across from Compass Rose Condos 
Demolished by Hurricane Camille. 
On the Beach side was Hansons-Taylors Drug Store. 


Hanson’s with a sign that reads Mexican Gu Drug Store” 
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— And the Knights of Columbus Hall aka St. 
Paul’s Hall was also eliminated by Hurricane Camille. 
Site situated across from Compass Rose Condos. 


rent 
ss Rose 


255 
Abbley 


1920s Sanborn Map showing lots and structures 
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263 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1925 
“Hancock Bank Annex” 
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This large, two-story, brick, flat-roofed structure 
incorporated an earlier two-story garage. It had stepped 
massing and utilitarian styling with twelve-over-one sash 
of varying sizes throughout. 


Historic Note: It operated as a hotel from 1925 until 
1975. Following Hurricane Camille, the Hancock Bank 
renovated the hotel in 1981 by demolishing half of it — 
thereby creating a banking drive-through. 

A distinguished new face was put on its front side 
including the decorative columns. It underwent additional 
renovations in 1998. 
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The Pass Preservation Commission would not 
permit the entire building to be demolished, thus the 
wrecking crew simply used a dozer to push off the 
destroyed half. 

The locals humorously referred to it as the Half- 
Nelson. Its previous owner was Margaret Nelson. 


Some prior owners or tenants included Ware’s Auto 
Garage, Oak Lawn Inn, Andrew and Margaret Nelson, 
Nelson Beauty Shop, Frank Wharton, Dr. William Neal. 


Henry Ware’s Service Station 


-99- 


Pass Christian — Heritage Tour 


P| i 


1958 photo showing Nelson Hotel in background 
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Historic Note: The Nelson Hotel 


In 1925, Andrew Nelson converted a two-story, brick 
building on Beach Blvd., now Scenic Drive, into a 15-room 
hotel. Prior to his ownership it was the Oak Lawn Inn, a hotel 
operated by a family named Henderson, which burned down. 
Later, a two-story garage was built, which in 1925 was 
renovated to accommodate the15-room hotel developed by 
Andrew J. Nelson. 

Although the hotel was dedicated to transient visitors, 
there were a number of local citizens who established full time 
residency there. Those persons were called “Steady Roomers.” 

In the 50s, 60s and early 1970s, the Hotel was owned 
and operated by Mrs. Margaret McGrath, who continued its 
mixed-use to include several businesses, such as a chiropractic 
office, a beauty shop, an antique shop and the Beachcomber 
Cafe (which closed in 1976). A prior restaurant was Rhyne’s 
Cafe during the early “30s. 

With Hurricane Camille’s destructive forces in August 
1969, all the waterside businesses were destroyed. The Nelson 
Hotel partially re-opened in October 1969 and continued 
operations until 1976 or 1977. The Hancock Bank acquired the 
hotel for use by its adjoining Branch banking facility. The 
Nelson Hotel underwent partial demolition in 1979 and 
reopened in 1981 as the Hancock Bank Annex. Humorously, 
the local residents dubbed it the “Half-Nelson.” 

At its dedication, the former site provided new banking 
drive-in window bays and a renovated office structure in Greek 
Revival mode in complimenting the architectural ambiance of 
the Branch Office and the beauty of Scenic Drive. 

The Annex housed the offices of Fillette Green & Co. 
Inc. until Hurricane Katrina. 


-101- 


Pass Christian — Heritage Tour 


265 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1928 
Hancock Bank. 


265 E. Scenic Drive — The Hancock Pass Christian Branch Bank 


This is a monumental, two-story, Beaux Artes, 
commercial structure of blond brick and sandstone facade 
— detailed with Corinthian columns in antis carrying 
entablature and a decorative parapet. Clustered one-over- 
one sash windows are imbedded on its east elevation. It 
has a monolithic brick addition to its western side. The 
interior retains most of its original detailing, including 
decorative ceiling plaster work, marble banking counter, 
and a vault frontispiece. 
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Historic Note: Prior to the bank, this was the site of 
the Elmer Northrop Building from 1902 to 1905. It then 
became the /dlewald Hotel which was acquired by 
George Taylor who converted the hotel to provide for the 
Hancock Bank branch office in addition to merchants’ 
shops and professional offices. 

From 1905 to 1928 the Hancock County Bank was 
housed in its new building to the rear and north of its 
present location. The current building was built in 1928, 
where the bank branch office has remained. This building 
was renovated in 1963 and expanded when the bank 
purchased the Nelson Hotel next door, providing for 
drive-up services and the remaining half serves as the 
Bank Annex building which is also rented out to tenants. 
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130 Davis Ave 


The above photo circa 1950 shows the 1905 
building situated in the rear of the main bank branch. This 
is used as an Annex for Community meetings. 

Notice the Abbley residence in the photo rear — 
which is where the Compass Rose Condos are now 
located. 
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Beach Side of Scenic Drive 


Following the Civil War, there were several 
businesses strewn along Front Street which later became 
known as Beach Avenue and then, U.S. Highway 90 — 
now, Scenic Drive, or to some, Beach Avenue. 

Just across Scenic Drive, on the beach side from 
Davis Avenue was a large long building. It was built on 
the beach and extended out on piling almost within 
wading distance of the incoming waves of the Gulf. It 
was called the Cheap Shanty and was built in 1876 by 
A.K. Northrop as a mercantile venture catering to all the 
area northward of Pass Christian to Hattiesburg, 
Poplarville, Ellisville, and many other nearby coastal 
towns and settlements. 

Twice yearly, ox teams and wagons pulled by mules 
came to Pass Christian laden with cotton, chickens, eggs, 
farm products, and coal, tar, and turpentine from the piney 
woods. These drivers would make their exchanges and 
return home with loads of household goods, clothing, 
groceries, feed stuff, and chewing tobacco. 

A good bit of this business was with the Northrop 
Cheap Shanty. This store came about through the 
foresight of its founder, Dr. Abner Reubin Knight 
Northrop, who originally practiced dentistry following his 
arrival to the coast in 1866. He married Helena Elmer of 
Biloxi and fostered six sons and two daughters, during 
which time, they had moved to the Pass in 1872. 
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The Northrop Building 
As told by Mrs. Margaret C. Farrell 

"The old Northrop's Store was located right where 
the Hancock Bank building is now — at the corner of 
Scenic Drive and Davis Avenue. It was a big store, 
having a grocery store on one side, a drug store, a 
department store for gents, furniture, and ladies. And 
offices upstairs and to the rear was the Hancock Bank 
branch prior to building its Davis Street branch in 1908. 
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The Cheap Shanty was on the Beach side and the Northrop Building 
was where the Hancock Bank Branch office is now located. 
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Barber Lascola at his storefront in beach-side Northrop Building 
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301 E. Scenic Dr 
Former site of Mexican Gulf Hotel 
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The hotel burned down in 1917 during renovations. 
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When Front Street was black-topped to Biloxi in 
1920, it was renamed Old Spanish Trail. Therefore this 
site was a good location for a gasoline service station. 


Service station when operated by the Spence family 


Years later, this station was operated by the Russell 
Family until demolished by Hurricane Katrina. 


Russell’s Station with Hancock Bank in background 
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302 E. Scenic Dr. A new building. 
Cat Island Coffee House 


305 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1925 
Bielenberg House. No longer there. 


This was a one- 
story, five-bay, 
gable-roofed, 
bungalow-style 
dwelling. It had a 
flat-roofed gallery 
with plain, square, 
brick piers that 
sheltered the facade. It was built on the site of the former 
Mexican Gulf Hotel. 

Prior owners or tenants were Frank French, Katie 
Bielenberg— 
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309 E. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1890 


This neatly 
proportioned and detailed 
one-story, frame, five- 
bay, Colonial Revival 
dwelling had a three-bay 
pedimented portico 
which was set against its 
inset gallery supported by 
square columns with =" 
molded caps. Its was a 309 photo in 2016 
good example of early 
local form which continued through the early twentieth 
century. Historic Note: The house was originally one 
of the cottages belonging to the Mexican Gulf Hotel and 
had been moved twice. Prior owner: H.J Mervin. 
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313 E. Scenic Dr. Built in 1890 
Bidwell Adam House. No longer there. 


313 E. Scenic Drive 


This one-story frame vernacular cottage had an 
inset gallery. It follows the typical two-room plan of the 
Coast with a central interior chimney. The pergola-like 
porte-cochere and side porch were added after 1930. 


Historic Note: This cottage formerly belonged to 
the Mexican Gulf Hotel. It was built by Clausel 
Courtenay and was the residence of Bidwell Adam, a 
former Lieutenant Governor of Mississippi. 

Some prior owners were Virginia Seither, Dr. 
Robert Stewart, Brig. Gen. Howard Haines. 
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317 E. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1895 
Pernambuco House. No longer there. 


This one-story frame, 
hip-roofed cottage has a 3- 
bay, inset gallery. The 
stylized Tuscan columns carry 
a simple entablature that 
continued around the house. 

Some prior owners 
were Frank French, George Morse, Howard Peabody, L.H. 
Dufrechoe, D.W. Steppic, Belleville Whitehead, 
Wentworth Horned, Richard Darby, Betty Fowler. 

Special Note: three houses, 309, 313, and 317, were 
moved to their present locations after the Mexican Gulf 
Hotel had burned in 1917. 
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319 E. Scenic Dr. Built circa 1875 
Bien-Aime. No longer there. 


This unusually massed, one-story, frame, hip-roofed 
cottage had an attached shed-roofed gallery. The board- 
and-batten sheathed rear ell was attached to the main 
house by a small frame hyphen. It was restored and 
renovated in 1990. 


Historic Note: This sea-side cottage was built for 
the R.W. Bielenberg family. 

Prior owners: L. Bielenberg, Nick Augustus, and 
Barbara Scott. 
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320 Scenic Dr. © NOLA Apartments 
Razed in 1952 due to construction of 4-lane Hwy. 90 


NOLA Apartments showing 1947 Hurricane damages 


Historic Note: Former site of Bielenberg Furniture Store. 
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333 E. Scenic Dr. 
WAR MEMORIAL PARK 


The Park is used for annual events, weekly Farmers Market, and daily 
for walkers and children. 


Behind the Victorian-styled Gazebo is a tree lined 
walk-way with 13 Majestic Live Oaks. Visitors are 
encouraged to stroll through the walkway path to visit the 
gazebo — the veteran and Camille monuments — and the 
Presidential towering arboriculture. 


The Saturday Farmers Market is a local favorite 
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Historic Note: Before it was a park, the property was 
bought by the Widow Simon Cucullu, in 1834, from freed 
slave, Charles Asmard. The widow built a magnificent 
mansion which fronted the Live Oaks with a view to the 
beach. Her daughter, Marie Modeste Dorothee, married 
Bartholemew Fleitas. She inherited the home and lived 
there. 
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The home was set back from the street with the Live Oaks standing 
behind as they grew into giants though the years. 


Mrs Justine Kuhn described the Fleitas family who 
lived in the home as having peacocks and peahens which 
would strut throughout the yard fanning their feathers 
beautifully. The Home fronted the double row of oaks 

After the original family moved back to Chalmette, 
the Flotte family leased and operated the old Fleitas home 
as a boarding house. 
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In 1892, the home was sold to John Towle and the 
following year to Bill Coleman, and then bought by Fred 
Green, all of Chicago. 

In 1899, the house, then named Oak Villa, was 
bought by George A.Wiegand who later sold it to Albert 
Aschaffenberg who had it demolished with intentions to 
build a golf course. 


Named and Registered the Presidential Live Oaks 
Group in 1976 — on site, they are: 

#1 George Washington, #2 Thomas Jefferson, #3 John Adams, 

#4 James Madison, #5 James Monroe, #6 Andrew Jackson, 

#7 Betsy Ross, #8 Martin Van Buren, #9 Booker T. Washington, 

#10 Benjamin Franklin, #11 Jefferson Davis; 

and across Second Street are #1 Zachary Taylor and #2 Abraham 

Lincoln. 
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400 E. Scenic Dr. 
FLEITAS AVENUE Named for the Fleitas family 
headed by Bartholemew Fleitas who owned the site in 
1830s. 

Former Mayor Rhodes built the Rhodes store on the 
corner of Fleitas and Scenic. 


les Buildin; 


Built by Rhodes and later owned by Chapotel 


Photo shown when used as the VFW Hall 
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Street Scenes of times gone by — 


Dee FE 


Shelled Front Road at Davis St. — Northrop buildings 


“Shelled Road looking East 
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The Drive, Pass Christian, Miss. 


mn HGHOE 


Shelled Front St — showing Hanson’s Drugs and Northrop’s 
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Old Spanish Ti rail Hwy 90 — City Hall at Market St 


Hwy 90 corner of Market St — City Hall at right 
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First St. (Hwy 90) in 1951 
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Corner of Davis before Hurricane Katrina 
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Old Modes of Travel in the Pass 


Aunt Lucy Marshall delivering laundry 


-124- 


Pass Christian — Heritage Tour 


Old Spanish Tail Heritage Walk 


Beginning at City Hall is found five monuments 
from Pass Christian’s Past. 


To be assembled along the Heritage Walk, from 
City Hall to War Memorial Park, will be twelve or more 
Interpretive History Plaques to be placed at significant 
home/business sites. 

Locations that qualify have been invited by the Old 
Spanish Trail Committee. 

A few existing markers are found at: 
1) Pass Christian Historical Society. 
2) Vacant Lot — Saucier-Pratt house (Union Quarters) 
3) Corner of Davis Street and Scenic Drive. 
4) On the Gulf side of Scenic Drive fronting the middle of 
War Memorial Park. 


Within War Memorial Park are Eighteen memorial 
monuments. 


It is anticipated that tourists and visitors who make 
this Heritage Trace Walk will be able to learn and 
appreciate some of Pass Christians’ past history in 
reviewing approximately thirty-five symbols that are 
devoted to our heritage. 


-125- 


Pass Christian — Heritage Tour 


Marine Walk at East Pass Harbor 


There are two sets of seven markers dedicated to 
marine life that can also be visited by tourists and visitors 
who wish to view the harbor and gain information on 
Marine Life and Habitat including some guides to water 
safety and ecology. 


One of fourteen Markers at East Harbor 


-126- 


Old Spanish Trail 


Dan Ellis Books at Amazon Books, BN, BooksaMillion 
Pass Christian Area — www.DanEllis.Net 


Pass Christian 
Historic District acces 
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Dan Ellis 


DAN A. ELLIS” 
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Henderson's 


Point 
Dan Ellis 
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Old Spanish Trail 


Dan Ellis Books at Amazon Books, BN, BooksaMillion 
Entire Gulf Coast Area — www.DanEllis.Net 


THE GREAT 
_ GULF COAST 


SAILS, TRAILS, RAILS 


Gold Coast 
_ Watering Places 
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DIAMONRHEAD KOUNTRY CAMELLIA CITY 


DAN A. ELLIS 


Old Spanish Trail 
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Dan Ellis Books at Amazon Books, BN, BooksaMillion 
New Book Releases 


OLD SPANISH 


| OLD SPANISH 
TRAIL 
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Black Eleritage 


Dan A. Ellis GULF COAST REGION 
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Intimate 
Journey 


For.Seniors. Only, 


| Dan A. Ellis 


Dan Ellis 
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